convergence of ecological, economic and social considerations, while tricky in theory, has proven in practice to be interconnected when viewed through the prism of the social economy -with its emphasis on forms of interdependence and complementary relations between people, engaged in democratic processes and institutions. With a focus on two western provinces in Canada, British Columbia and Alberta, the edited book showcases a series of initiatives within the social economy that touch on various aspects of everyday life -from local credit unions, to alternative food initiatives, community-owned energy generation and social housingdemonstrating how one could live and prosper in the social economy today, but also the challenges involved. Rather than provide a summary of the book, I focus on two challenges in this review: the question of how the social economy relates to the dominant market economy and to the State, and the question of scale and challenges involved with scaling up 'local' innovations.
To begin with the first point, the two first chapters set the stage and give substance to what the social economy looks like in British Columbia and Alberta. In Chapter 1, the distinction between weak and strong sustainability is used as a red thread towards defining the social economy at the convergence of societal wellbeing and environmental promotion. The second chapter is the result of a survey on the social economy in British Columbia and Alberta (BALTA, BC-Alberta Social Economy Research Alliance) involving 478 organisations active in this field. While the data is quite thorough and impressive -on the number of people employed and different service sectors within the social economy, for example -it would have been interesting for a reader to understand how the social economy compares to the dominant market economy in this context: for example, by specifying the percentage of jobs tied to the social economy and in relation to the economy overall. In Chapter 4, regarding human services and the caring sector, the significance of the accelerated individuation of society and prevalence of market-based solutions is highlighted as one of the main challenges: a call is made for a more supportive role from the State. The positive effects of State subsidies are suggested in Chapter 2 (p. 55), as potentially leading to 'scaling out' opportunities for addressing environmental problems. A question remains to be addressed: how could the social economy evolve from a third sector, to potentially transforming the economy overall -including the market economy, and redistribution through the State? The interface with the market economy and State could be teased out of the different case studies to make this point.
Regarding the 'local', the edited book puts forward the claim that greater innovations towards sustainability can take place and be upheld over the long term if they are locally defined, through the social economy. This emphasis on the local would merit a nuance, as the local can also represent a 'trap' -not all local initiatives are inherently good, not all local processes are necessarily democratic and just (Born and Purcell, 2006) . Perhaps, the 'local' is a more manageable scale for democratic and participative work, yet the book has the ambition of offering insights into how innovations in one place could be diffused and adapted to other contexts, from local to regional for example, but also applied to new geographical locations or new sectors. Some contributors tackle these questions directly in their chapters, while others are less rigorous in describing how such change might come about. More emphasis could have been placed on the challenges of 'scaling up and out', particularly in relation to the 'local trap': for example, are there negative aspects of starting local? If there are negative effects of scaling up, as in one example of a local food initiative in Chapter 3, is it always necessary to consider scaling up as a desired part of the process? The question of scale seems to be particularly relevant in the energy sector, 'when power is developed for international trade rather than for efficient use and reduced demand' (p. 139), begging the question: does consumption and production have to be locally oriented to be sustainable, as defined in this book? This relates to the discussion above: the role of the State (and its citizens) in promoting a more socially just and environmentally sound economy.
To conclude, 'Scaling Up' is a great read for researchers, practitioners and policy-makers interested in how the social economy is transforming communities today, and what opportunities this holds for the future. The examples detailed in this book demonstrate that the social economy can 'serve to reinforce the notion that sustainability is a process and not a fixed outcome ' (p. 55) . In that process, a value system based on reciprocity, deep democracy, and participative community-owned solutions certainly seems like a step in the right direction -as proposed by the convergence of the social economy with environmental sustainability principles. WCED (1987) In their introduction to this groundbreaking and important collection, the editors, both professors in Lund University, Sweden, identify the two major challenges facing welfare systems. These are western production and consumption patterns that are not generalizable to the rest of the world, and the fact that our existing global society is exceeding the Earth's carrying capacity on at least three planetary boundaries -climate change, the nitrogen cycle and biodiversity loss. This recognition sets the agenda for the book, examining what would be required to make our welfare systems ecologically sustainable. The challenge is enormous. As they write: 'Biophysical conditions and global thresholds delineate the room for manoeuvre within which national and local economies and societies can evolve and within which welfare beyond basic human needs can be provided' (5). The book is neatly divided into three sections, each with four chaptersperspectives, policies and emerging practices of sustainable welfare. Inevitably, major new challenges are being addressed, and great credit is due to the wide range of contributors that the task is undertaken with rigour and without flinching from the enormity of the transformations required.
Part I on perspectives is perhaps the richest section in its imaginative breath. In Chapter 1, Eric Brandstedt and Maria Emmelin examine the concept of sustainable welfare, challenging the individualism of mainstream concepts of welfare and widening the scope to include global and intergenerational impacts. How can present-day needs be satisfied without compromising those of future generations and how can we do this while forfeiting carbon-based consumption? Answering these key questions
